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THE PARISH CHURCH OF 
ALL SAINTS, EMSCOTE 
In the Warwick Team Ministry 
of the Diocese of Coventry 
  

Sunday 26th June 2022 
 

PEWS NEWS 
Keeping connected 

TRINITY SEASON 2022 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 26th – TRINITY 2 
Parish Mass – 10.30am 

SUNDAY July 3rd – TRINITY 3 
Parish Mass – 10.30am 

Revd Sarah’s priesting at the Cathedral – see p.15 for details 

Midweek Mass 
Every Thursday, 10.30am in the Coffee Room 

35 mins.  Said.  Refreshments served afterwards. 

PRAYERS FOR UKRAINE, and more 
In the Lady Chapel, Wednesdays at 5pm, weekly 
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NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS   

3rd July – TRINITY 3 
Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 31.1-6; Ephesians 2.19-end; John 20.24-29 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

Last Sunday was Fathers’ Day - a day for giving thanks for our dads and 

acknowledging their roles in our lives. Some of us would be thinking of 

Dads who are no longer with us and recalling the happy memories we 

have of them. However, we need to remind ourselves that not 

everyone is able to look back and smile – not all dads are ‘good’ ones, 

unfortunately. 

I am fortunate that I have very fond memories of my dad. Yes, he was 

strict, and my sister and I knew what the rules were - but that didn’t do 

us any harm. We had a very happy upbringing. One of the greatest gifts 

my father passed on to me was his faith in God and his knowledge of 

the Bible.  My Mum too, knew her Bible well. 

As I thought about my upbringing, I was reminded of a prayer written 

by Charles de Foucald. It’s a prayer which challenges us to question are 

we willing to abandon ourselves entirely to God, Our heavenly Father? 

A Prayer of Abandonment.  

My Father, I abandon myself to you. 

Do with me what you will; 

Whatever you may do with me – I thank you. 

I am prepared for anything, I accept everything, 

Provided your will is fulfilled in me 

And in all your creatures. 

I ask for nothing more, My God. 

I place my soul in your hands, 

I give it to you, my God, 
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With all the love of my heart, 

Because I love You. 

For me it is a necessity of love, 

This gift of myself, 

This placing of myself in your hands - without reserve, 

In boundless confidence 

Because you are 

My Father. 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

• Lord, help us to think about our own discipleship as we read 

today’s gospel.  Forgive us when we judge others, conveniently 

forgetting that our own sins have been forgiven. Forgive us when 

we say, “Yes Lord, but not yet.” 

• As we remember the ministry of Peter and Paul, travelling from 

place to place to share the Good News of Jesus, we pray for the 

Warwick Message Bus project We ask your blessing on the Bus 

Manager, the volunteers and the young people involved. 

• We pray for the ongoing ministry of LWS Night Shelter, Helping 

Hands and The Way Ahead project at the Salvation Army. 

• Lord of hope, we give thanks for those who reach out to others 

whose lives have taken a wrong turn in life. Bless those who have 

stepped forward to help keep young men out of the criminal 

justice system. 

• We give thanks for the many different groups and activities 

which take place within this church. Lord God, we ask that you 

enable us to spread the good news of your Gospel with all who 

step into All Saints’ by sharing our faith by listening, caring and 

prayer. 

• In our cycle of prayer, we remember the residents of Fields Court 
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We remember all who are suffering from ill health, anxiety or any 
other debilitating condition, among them: 
James Beasley, Barbara Compton, Maurice Needham, Kate Smallman, 
Rosie Simmonds, Hannah, Jean Riley, Jack Ashley Whitton, Glenda, 
Steve Walker, John O’Dell, Roger Winn, Jill Barritt, Lucy Villis, Christine 
Latham, Stuart Bird, Julie Hall-Smith, Louise Hughes, Karen & Alan, 
John O’Shea, Helen, Emma Ormerod 
And Fred Walters, Paul and Brenda Murran, Kath Brind 
 
We remember the recently departed and those whose anniversary of 
death occurs at this time:  
Recently departed:   

Anniversary:    Elsie May Gillman, Marjorie Irons 

  

Calendar of the Saints: 

27th June Cyril, bishop, teacher of the faith, 444 
28th June Irenaeus, bishop, teacher of the faith, c.200 
29th June Peter & Paul, Apostles 
1st July Henry, John and Henry Venn, priests, evangelical 

divines, 1797, 1813, 1873 
 
 

Please note 

During July & August Pews News will be issued  

twice a month, on the 10th and 24th July  

and on the 14th and 28th August. 
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ICONS IN ALL SAINTS LADY CHAPEL 

Helping us to draw closer to God 
Icons – a doorway on to the divine 

Linette Martin in her book ‘Sacred Doorways: A Beginners Guide to 
Icons’ has this to say about them:   

Icons …are designed to be doors between this world and 
another world, between people and the Incarnate God, his 
mother, or his friends, the saints.   

If a door is to do its job it must have throughput in two 
directions.  As we move towards an icon, it moves towards us 
with a warm and precise Christian content – if we understand 
the language that it speaks. 

Today the icon featured is most fitting for a Lady Chapel:   

Virgin Eleousa (ell-e-oo-sa)   

The Virgin of tenderness or compassion.   
You may like to note the differences between the version pictured here 

and the one in our Lady Chapel.   

History 

The most famous one of this kind is from the 12th century, called the 

‘Virgin of Vladimir’, though the type was known before that date.  (The 

icon in our Lady Chapel is a print of the Vladimir icon).    

In more ways than one this icon has a very pertinent story to tell.  It 

was so named because it was kept in the Russian town of Vladimir for 

over 200 years (rather like there is ‘Our Lady of Lourdes’ or ‘Our Lady 

of Walsingham’).   Beginning its life in Constantinople, it was then 

taken to Kyiv, to the court of the Grand Duke, between 1120 and 1130.  

In 1153 it was taken to Vladimir.  
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Description 

This is a half-length icon with the Virgin and Christ cheek to cheek.  

Other tenderness icons show Christ reaching up to her face or 

caressing her veil.   

Invariably Christ’s attention is directed towards his mother.  Look 

carefully at our Lady Chapel icon or the one included here and you will 

see the child’s hand lovingly curling around his mother’s neck.  Note 

also Mary’s left hand, gesturing towards her child.  She means for us to 

focus on him.   

Where is Mary looking..?  In some versions of the icon (the Virgin of 

Vladimir is one) Mary appears to be looking towards the person 

praying before the icon; in others her gaze is slightly off to the side, but 

in either case her eyes have an inward contemplative quality.  Henri 

Nouwen comments that ‘the Virgin’s eyes are not curious, investigating 

or understanding, but eyes which reveal to us our true selves.’*   

This type of icon was a step towards painting Mary and Jesus as an 

ordinary mother and baby in terms of universal experience and feeling.  

In Christian art of Eastern Europe this was the shift made in the late 

12th century.  Emotions were beginning to be expressed outwardly, 

gestures were becoming more dramatic.   

The Virgin Eleousa icon, though, is more than a depiction of a mother 

and child.  The iconographer wanted to show their status rather than 

simply  what they would have looked like in history.  In the icon, Christ 

may be a baby in size but he has a man’s body in proportions. (A baby’s 

face, for example, would be larger.)  Here is more than the child Jesus.  

Here is the Lord of Creation, the glory of God.  His garment also 

symbolizes this: it is woven from gold – a symbol of the imperishable 

and linked with the Kingdom of God.  And the gold is adorned with 

heavenly blue.   
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Mary is depicted as much more than a poor Galilean mother.  She 

wears an ample and very costly veil - a maphorion (mah-for-ee-on) – 

which is imperial purple (red-brown) in colour.    Her coif – the head-

dress beneath her veil – again is in heavenly blue, as are her cuffs.   In 

fact, no detail of her clothing is left to chance.  Notice too the three 

gold 8-pointed stars on her veil, like pinned on filigree brooches:  one 

on her left shoulder, one above her forehead, (the one on her right 

shoulder hidden from view).   The stars have been a feature of the 

Virgin’s veil from as far back as the 11th century and symbolize her 

virginity before, during and after the birth of Christ.  No other figure in 

an icon is adorned with them.  Mary’s clothing symbolizes her unique 

role in the history of salvation - as ‘Mother of God Incarnate.’ 

A way to pray 

Go and visit the ‘Virgin Eleousa’ in our Lady Chapel.  Take time to be 

still with her and her Child.  Stand close, or draw up a chair maybe.  

Give yourself the chance to ‘see’ what’s there more clearly.   

As you gaze on this tender scene may you begin to find the ‘door’ 

open. 

…………………………………….. 

There is so much more to discover about this icon.  I leave you with a 

beautiful thought from Jim Forest in his book ‘Praying with Icons (Orbis 

1997):  

 ‘Because the icon portrays the profound oneness uniting Mary 

and Jesus, it is a eucharistic icon: in receiving the body of Christ, we 

too hold Christ, and are held by Christ.’         

                         

*From ‘Behold the Beauty of the Lord: Praying with Icons.’ – Henry Nouwen, 

Ave Maria Press 1987   
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ECO CHURCH:  All Saints caring for the earth  

The Church of England, through its Dioceses, is encouraging all of its 

churches to take seriously the call to care for the earth:  to enable 

environmental sustainability in our parishes, to pray and encourage 

prayer for environmental matters.  Working towards zero carbon is 

an important part of this.   

A growing number of churches in the Diocese have decided to take 

up the challenge of A Rocha UK’s Eco Church award scheme: ‘for 

churches in England and Wales who want to demonstrate that the 

gospel is good news for God’s earth.’  There are bronze, silver and 

gold awards to work towards. For more info: https://bit.ly/3b3gNk2     

All Saints has yet to consider this.  Perhaps there is someone in our 

congregation who would love to champion this? 

Taking a step forward  
This summer we are beginning the journey towards zero carbon with a 

focus on energy and resource consumption linked to:  

1) lighting 

2) weekly photocopying and paper consumption for orders of 

service and Pews News – this initially for an experimental 

period 

  

https://bit.ly/3b3gNk2
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LIGHTING  

A few facts about LED lighting 

One of the biggest advantages of LED light fixtures, is their 

extended lifespan. While incandescent light bulbs were built to 

last around 1,000 hours, the most enduring LED light fixtures 

have been tested to last as long as 100,000 hours. On average 

LED light bulbs will not have to be changed for at least 20 years. 

Because of their high lumen output per watt, LEDs are capable 

of turning about 70% of their energy into light. This makes them 

much more efficient than other bulbs, which waste a lot of 

energy by turning it into heat. 

Moving towards LED lighting throughout our buildings 

The PCC has given the go ahead to begin the process of replacing 

incandescent lights with LED lights.  Already 7 spotlights in the Lady 

Chapel have been replaced.  Very soon the old (and partly not working) 

strip lighting in the front and back offices is to be replaced.  Our 

electrician Steve Shea will then do an audit of the rest of the lighting in 

church so that we can begin to replace all other incandescent lighting 

with LED, in priority order.  

WEEKLY PHOTOCOPYING AND PAPER CONSUMPTION 
Over the period of the schools’ summer holiday the PCC has agreed 

that we will reduce the amount of photocopying done on a weekly 

basis, thereby using less paper and less electricity.  Though we always 

use recycled paper for our printing needs, we nevertheless end up 

each month with a mountain of waste paper, mainly from discarded 

orders of services and Pews News.    
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Therefore, from Sunday 24th July until Sunday 4th September when we 

are solidly in ‘Ordinary time’, we will: 

• produce one re-usable (not to be taken away) order of service 

to cover all 7 Sundays;   

• make use of the pristine up-to-date copies of ‘Hymns Ancient & 

Modern donated by Stuart Badger in memory of Pat over 5 

years ago now, perhaps enjoying the chance to discover for 

ourselves the books’ hidden treasures. (NB a large selection of 

our regular hymns come from this book, supplemented with 

other sources); 

• produce a folded A4 weekly sheet (which can be taken away) 

with hymn numbers, collect, readings, and forthcoming dates 

and notices;  

• E-mail Pews News and print out a limited number of ‘hard’ 

copies – less frequently over this holiday period.   

 

NB. This is an experiment, a way to help us all consider seriously the 

options available to us post-pandemic in 2022.  What is the best way 

forward for All Saints as we begin to take to heart the call to be an Eco 

Church?  How can we best maintain/develop the flow, quality and 

creativity of our liturgy whilst moving forward on the journey to zero 

carbon?    
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Zoom Link: https://bit.ly/3HnWfPl 

ID: 914 3481 2630 

Passcode: 965359 

 

 

 

 
 

https://bit.ly/3HnWfPl
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Vicar 
The Revd Diane Thompson   01926 492073   
     revdt.allsaints@gmail.com 
Curate 
The Revd. Sarah Cushing  01926 492073 
     sarahlcushing@gmail.com  
Family Link Worker 
Ania Matthews   07546 390555  
Mon-Thurs, school hours  Matthews.A@welearn365.com 

The Parish Office     
Hannah Wilson   01926 492073   
     allsaints.emscote@outlook.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  
8.30am to 1.30pm 

Churchwardens 
Christine Dunn   07973 402886  
Alan Rylett    01926 426228 

Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Cooknell    linda.cooknell@btinternet.com  

Online & Social Media 
Website:    www.allsaintsemscote.com 
Facebook:    AllSaintsChurchEmscote 
Instagram:    @allsaintsemscote 
Twitter:    @AEmscote 

 
If you would like to keep in touch with what’s happening at church, please 
leave your name and contact details below:  

Name(s):  
 
Email:  
 
Phone: 

mailto:revdt.allsaints@gmail.com
mailto:sarahlcushing@gmail.com
mailto:Matthews.A@welearn365.com
mailto:allsaints.emscote@outlook.com
mailto:linda.cooknell@btinternet.com
http://www.allsaintsemscote.com/

